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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

[Docket No.: 261030–0002] 

RIN 0693–XC140 

National Cybersecurity Center of 
Excellence (NCCoE) Projects and 
Activities 

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) 
National Cybersecurity Center of 
Excellence (NCCoE) invites 
organizations to submit letters of 
interest to participate in NCCoE 
collaborative research projects through a 
standing consortia structure. This 
Federal Register Notice (FRN) notifies 
interested parties that NIST is 
establishing a single process through 
which organizations may express 
interest in participating in one or more 
NCCoE project consortia. Rather than 
issuing a separate FRN for each new 
NCCoE project, NIST is posting a single 
partnership announcement in the 
Federal Register and directing 
interested parties to SAM.gov for further 
information. New NCCoE collaborative 
research projects will be announced on 
SAM.gov. Additionally, NIST will 
maintain a publicly available list of 
active and forming NCCoE projects on 
the NCCoE website (https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov/portfolio), where 
instructions for letters of interest will 
also be posted. Organizations may 
submit letters of interest to participate 
in one or more consortia on a rolling 
basis. Selected participants will 
collaborate with NIST through 
Cooperative Research and Development 
Agreements (CRADAs), and contribute 
technology, expertise, and products to 
NCCoE cybersecurity demonstrations. 
Interested organizations should describe 
the technical expertise, services, and/or 
products that they will bring to NCCoE 
to support the Center’s collaborative 
research activities. Participation is open 
to all interested organizations that can 
contribute their expertise, services, and/ 
or products to the NCCoE’s projects and 
activities. Selected participants will be 
required to enter into a CRADA with 
NIST. At NIST’s discretion, entities that 
are not legally permitted to enter into 
CRADAs may be allowed to participate 
under a separate non-CRADA 
agreement. 

DATES: NCCoE collaborative research 
projects operate on an ongoing basis. 
New NCCoE collaborative research 
projects will be announced on SAM.gov 
and the NCCoE website (https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov). The current list of 
NCCoE projects seeking collaborators 
will be maintained on the NCCoE 
website and updated as new projects are 
initiated. The timeframe for submissions 
will be shared on the NCCoE website as 
new projects are announced. NIST will 
periodically review submissions and 
notify applicants if they are selected to 
participate in NCCoE projects. 
ADDRESSES: Interested parties can access 
the letter of interest request for a 
consortium by visiting https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov/CRADA and 
completing the letter of interest 
webform. Completed letters of interest 
may be submitted to the email address 
listed for the consortium, by email to 
nccoe@nist.gov, or with a hardcopy to: 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, NCCoE; 9700 Great Seneca 
Highway, Rockville, MD 20850. 
Organizations whose letters of interest 
are accepted in accordance with the 
process outlined in the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section of this notice will 
be asked to sign a CRADA with NIST. 
The CRADA template will be made 
available to selected applicants by 
NIST’s Technology Partnerships Office 
(TPO). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Contact the NCCoE by email at NCCoE@
nist.gov, by phone at (301) 975–0200, or 
by mail to National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, NCCoE; 
9700 Great Seneca Highway, Rockville, 
MD 20850. For questions related to 
CRADAs please contact J’aime Maynard, 
Consortia Agreements Officer, NIST’s 
Technology Partnerships Office (TPO), 
by email to agreements@nist.gov or by 
mail to 100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 
2200, Gaithersburg, MD 20899. Please 
direct all media inquiries to NIST’s 
Communications and Outreach Office 
(COO), by email to inquiry@nist.gov or 
by phone at (301) 975–2762. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background: The NCCoE, part of 
NIST, is a public-private collaboration 
for accelerating the widespread 
adoption of secure technologies. The 
NCCoE brings together experts from 
industry, government, and academia to 
develop practical, interoperable 
cybersecurity and privacy approaches 
that address the real-world needs of 
complex Information Technology (IT) 
and Operational Technology (OT) 
systems. 

NCCoE projects are selected based on 
their alignment with NIST and 

government and industry priorities. For 
example: 

• National Priorities: The challenge 
addresses a nationwide cybersecurity 
challenge. 

• NIST Mission and Available 
Resources: The work builds on NIST 
standards and technology expertise in 
areas such as cryptography, identity, 
risk management, privacy, trustworthy 
systems, and more. 

• NCCoE Mission Alignment: The 
work addresses a real-world challenge 
using commercial technology. 

• Industry Signals: The topic is 
consistently identified by industry 
participants as a priority. 

NCCoE’s project portfolio (https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov/portfolio) evolves 
in response to emerging cybersecurity 
challenges, national priorities, and 
stakeholder input. As new projects are 
initiated, they will be posted on 
SAM.gov and the NCCoE website 
(https://www.nccoe.nist.gov), without 
issuing an additional Federal Register 
Notice. 

Process: NIST is soliciting responses 
from all sources of relevant technical 
capabilities (see below) to enter into a 
CRADA to provide technical expertise, 
technology products, and other 
capabilities as necessary to build and 
demonstrate integrated approaches in 
support of NCCoE’s projects and 
activities, as described in the previous 
section. 

Interested parties can submit a letter 
of interest to participate in NCCoE 
projects by visiting the NCCoE website 
(https://www.nccoe.nist.gov), and then 
navigating to https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov/CRADA and 
completing the letter of interest 
webform; alternatively, parties can 
provide the information detailed in 
LETTER OF INTEREST, below, and 
send via email or hardcopy (for 
reference, see ADDRESSES section above). 
NIST will contact interested parties if 
there are questions regarding the 
responsiveness of the letters of interest 
to the project objective or requirements 
identified below. NIST evaluates 
complete letters of interest on a first- 
come, first-served basis and determines 
technical acceptability based on fit 
within the project’s scope and 
satisfaction with the project’s technical 
requirements. Selected participants will 
be required to enter into a CRADA with 
NIST. At NIST’s discretion, entities that 
are not legally permitted to enter into 
CRADAs may be allowed to participate 
pursuant to separate non-CRADA 
agreements. 

Objective of NCCoE Projects: NCCoE 
projects demonstrate integrated 
cybersecurity solutions using 
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commercially available technologies. 
Collaborators contribute products, 
technical expertise, and implementation 
expertise that enable NIST to build and 
evaluate reference architectures 
addressing real-world technology 
transition challenges. This will help 
enable projects that are aligned with 
U.S. industry and government needs, 
promote secure-by-design technologies 
and applications, and ensure that the 
U.S. Government is at the forefront of 
managing national security risks in 
technology environments. NCCoE’s 
work is open and transparent, and it 
invites interested parties to provide 
insights into emerging cybersecurity 
challenges and solutions, and to 
accelerate the adoption of cybersecurity 
processes and tools. 

Building upon its long track record of 
working with the private and public 
sectors and its history of reliable and 
practical measurement and standards- 
oriented solutions, NCCoE seeks 
research collaborators who can support 
this vital undertaking. Specifically, 
NCCoE looks to: 

• Create a convening space for 
collaborators to engage in dialogue and 
strive for open and transparent 
collaborations. 

• Bring together stakeholders from 
industry and academia to work 
collaboratively to build and mature 
cybersecurity processes and tools for IT 
systems. 

• Demonstrate the ability to secure IT 
systems using commercially available 
technologies. 

Participation in NCCoE projects 
provides organizations with the 
opportunity to collaborate directly with 
NIST and other industry leaders to 
address significant cybersecurity 
challenges. Collaborators contribute 
technologies and expertise to build 
integrated reference architectures that 
demonstrate practical implementations 
of standards, best practices, and 
commercially available technologies. 
These demonstrations inform NIST 
guidance and help accelerate the 
adoption of secure technologies across 
government and industry. 

NCCoE projects and activities are 
subject to change based upon current 
NCCoE, NIST, and U.S. Government 
priorities and as advances in the 
technical state of the art open new 
avenues for scientific inquiry and 
collaboration. These changes may result 
in the addition or removal of 
measurement science, technologies, and 
support areas listed above. 

Requirements for Letters of Interest: 
Interested Parties must use NCCoE’s 
Letter of Interest form (OMB Control No. 
0693–0075) to submit their interest in 

participating in NCCoE projects. A 
sample of the current version of the 
form is available at https://
www.nccoe.nist.gov/get-involved/ 
collaborate-us-technical-contributions. 
Each NCCoE project announcement will 
contain specific instructions on how to 
request and submit a letter of interest for 
that project. 

A Federal agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, nor shall a person be subject 
to a penalty for failure to comply with 
an information collection subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 unless the 
information collection has a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. The 
approved OMB Control Number for this 
information collection is 0693–0075. 
Without this approval, NCCoE could not 
conduct this information collection. 
Public reporting for this information 
collection is estimated to be 
approximately 2 hours per response, 
including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the information collection. 
All responses to this information 
collection are voluntary. Send 
comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any other aspect of this 
information collection, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden to 
NCCoE using the information in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section 
above. 

Letters of interest should not include 
proprietary information. NIST will not 
treat any information provided in 
response to this notice as proprietary 
information. 

NIST cannot guarantee that all 
submissions will be utilized or that the 
products proposed by respondents will 
be used in NCCoE’s activities. Each 
prospective participant will be expected 
to work collaboratively with NIST staff 
and other project participants under the 
terms of the NCCoE project agreement. 

Additional details about the NCCoE’s 
project portfolio are available at: https:// 
www.nccoe.nist.gov/portfolio 

For additional information on the 
NCCoE governance, business processes, 
and NCCoE operational structure, visit 
the NCCoE website https://
nccoe.nist.gov/. 
(Authority: 15 U.S.C. 3710a, 15 U.S.C. 278h– 
1, and 15 U.S.C. 272b and 272c) 

Alicia Chambers, 
NIST Executive Secretariat. 
[FR Doc. 2026–23031 Filed 11–10–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XG154] 

Western Pacific Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold its Pelagic Plan Team (PPT), 
Hawaii Archipelago Fishery Ecosystem 
Plan (FEP) Advisory Panel (AP), 
Mariana Archipelago FEP Guam AP, 
American Samoa FEP AP, Mariana 
Archipelago FEP Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) AP 
and Social Science Planning Committee 
(SSPC) meetings to discuss and make 
recommendations on fishery 
management issues in the Western 
Pacific Region. 
DATES: The meetings will be held 
between November 19 through 
December 4, 2026. For specific times 
and agendas, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: The Council will hold its 
PPT, Hawaii Archipelago FEP AP, 
American Samoa FEP AP, FIAC, 
Mariana Archipelago FEP CNMI AP, 
SSPC meetings in a hybrid format with 
in-person and remote participation 
(Webex) options available for the 
members and the public. In-person 
attendance for the PPT, Hawaii 
Archipelago FEP AP, and SSPC and 
public will be hosted at Council Office, 
1164 Bishop St., Suite 1400, Honolulu, 
HI, 96813. In-person attendance for the 
Mariana Archipelago FEP Guam AP and 
public will be hosted at Cliff Pointe, 304 
W O’Brien Drive, Hagatña, GU, 96910. 
In-person attendance for the American 
Samoa Archipelago FEP AP and public 
will be hosted at the Tedi of Samoa, 
Suite 208B, P8C6+V2F, Fagatogo 
Village, AS, 96799. In-person 
attendance for the Mariana Archipelago 
FEP AP and public will be hosted at the 
BRI Building, Suite 205, Kopa Di Oru 
St., Garapan, Saipan, 96950. 
Instructions for connecting to the web 
conference and providing oral public 
comments will be posted on the Council 
website at www.wpcouncil.org. For 
assistance with the web conference 
connection, contact the Council office at 
(808) 522–8220. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Contact Kitty M. Simonds, Executive 
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